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The young tree in the 

churchyard on the 

Finkelgate frontage is 

a Yellow Buckeye 

(Aesculus flava), 

introduced from the 

south eastern United 

States in 1764.

A number of  public pleasure gardens, 
such as Richmond Hill Gardens, 
were established along this ridge 
during the C18th & C19th, where 
patrons enjoyed the expansive view 
over the city and down the river valley 
towards Thorpe St Andrew. 

People, Places & Plants
Connecting 6 medieval churchyards

www.heavenlygardens.org.uk

For more information about the actual churches, see Nicholas 
Groves’ book “Churches of Norwich’.

Also the website of the Norwich Historic Churches Trust  
www.nhct-norwich.org

Image of wild tulip, fennel and hop: John Innes Historical 
Collections, courtesy of the John Innes Foundation.

Particular thanks to Mark Dunthorne, for help with tree 
identification.
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Heavenly Gardens

St Peter Parmentergate to  
St John Timberhill

H E AVE N LY
G A RDEN S

Conesford
This is part of a series of walks connecting 
all 32 of the city’s surviving medieval 
churchyards.

The general theme is to show the importance of the 
churchyards to the townscape of Norwich and illustrate the role 
of plants in the development and enhancement of the city.

Next walk: You can walk 
through to All Saints Green in 
front of the John Lewis store 
to find All Saints church and 
the start of Walk 6, Mancroft.

The rare wild tulip 
[Tulipa sylvestris] 
grew locally and was 
first recorded in 1790 
by local apothecary, 
Hugh Rose.

The Gardeners, 

down the hill on 

the right, is an 

appropriately named 

and popular venue 

at which to take 

refreshment.

The churchyard 

frontage on 

Ber Street has 

Copper Beech 

(Fagus sylvatica) 

and a Yew 
(Taxus baccata). In the churchyard, overlooking 

the Chapelfield Mall entrance, 
is a rare survivor - a native 
smooth-leaved elm (Ulmus 
carpinifolia). Most of our elms 
died during the 1970’s from 
Dutch Elm Disease. 

St John de Sepulchre is 

a pre-Conquest church 

with an impressive 

27-metre high tower.

Finkelgate - the name 
possibly comes from Fennel 
(Foeniculum vulgare), probably 
introduced by the Romans as a 
medicinal and culinary herb. 

St John Timber 
Hill Now shorn of  
it’s tower, which fell 
in 1784, it stands 
at the top of  what 
was once called 
‘Timbermarket Hill’.

Fennel
John Innes  
Historical 
Collections

Wild Tulip
John Innes  
Historical 
Collections

Robert Ladbrooke (1768 - 1842)
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St Etheldreda
Characterised by an 
octagonal tower, this 
church now contains 
a number of  artists’ 
studios.

A large Atlantic 
Cedar (Cedrus 
atlantica) dominates 
the south-west corner 
of the churchyard.

Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris) - one of only three native conifers, distinguished by its 2-needle blue-green leaves.

A large False 

Acacia [Robinia 

pseudoacacia] 

stands near the 

tower.

In the north-east corner of 

the churchyard is a Ginkgo 

or Maidenhair tree (Ginkgo 

biloba). A very primitive form of 

tree, actually a conifer although 

it’s leaves are 

deciduous and 

fan-shaped. It 

was introduced 

in 1758.

Conesford

King Street is probably the oldest 

street in Norwich, running directly 

north from the old Roman settlement 

at Caistor St Edmunds. A number of  

churches were built along this street, 

three of  which have survived. The 

land west of  King Street rises steeply 

to the Ber Street ridge, where another 

group of  churches grew up, most of  

which are now lost.

A linear walk of 1860 
metres connecting 6 
medieval churchyards. The 
walk begins at St Peter 
Parmentergate, runs south 
along King Street, through 
the old port area of the River 
Wensum, then up the ridge 
to return along Ber Street.

St Peter Parmentergate Completely rebuilt in C15th due to the wealth of  the area and many merchants living nearby, including the Berney family, whose C17th tomb is decorated by spade-wielding cherubs - the original Heavenly Gardeners?

The medieval friary of  the 
Augustinians or Austin Friars 
was established here in the 
13th century. Later, in 1663, the 
Duke of  Norfolk developed 
the site into a pleasure garden, 
running down to the river. 
Known as My Lord’s Garden, 
it continued in use for well over 
a hundred years.

St Julian is dedicated to a local saint 

and C14th mystic; author of  ‘The 

Divine Revelations of  Love’. One 

of  four churches badly damaged by 

enemy bombs in 1942 but rebuilt after 

the war. The C15th medieval font 

came from All Saints and is decorated 

with a vine-leaf  carving.

Across the alley 

from St Julian’s 

is a young Cut-

leaved Alder 

(Alnus incana 

“Laciniata’).

Wensum Lodge - in 
the C19th the Crown 
Brewery operated here 
(Youngs, Crawshay and 
Youngs) - the imposing 
entrance gates still 
survive, together with 
the maltings.

Apart from the extensive brewing industry with it’s requirement for barley and hops, other industries also needed raw plant material for their products: grains to Reads Mill; mustard seed to Colmans; timber from the Baltic for construction.

The Novi Sad Friendship 

Bridge stands in the midst of  

what, until the1970s, was the busy 

port of  Norwich with boats 

coming up-river from Yarmouth.

The ruined tower of  St Peter at Southgate lies within 

what is now a children’s playground (the former 

churchyard).There are some splendid specimens of  

Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), although these are now 

threatened by the spread of  Chalara disease.

Southgate Lane winds it’s way up the 

steep wooded ridge to Bracondale. 

Turn right at the top to find the 

remains of  a former medieval gateway 

at the entrance to Ber Street. An image 

of  the gateway can be seen on the 

gable end wall of  the pub ahead.

Nearby, off  City Road, is Lindley Street, which is named for John Lindley (1799 - 1865), former pupil of  Norwich School, and famous botanist whose book collection forms the basis of  the Royal Horticultural Society’s Lindley Library, the largest horticultural library in the world.
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